
 
        SUBMISSION FROM BÒRD NA GÀIDHLIG  
 
1. Bòrd na Gàidhlig welcomes the opportunity to make this submission to the Economy, 

Energy and Tourism Committee of the Scottish Parliament, in response to its current review 
of the purpose of an enterprise agency. 

 
2. Bòrd na Gàidhlig is an executive Non-Departmental Public Body established under the 

Gaelic Language (Scotland) Act 2005, as the principal public body in Scotland responsible 
for promoting Gaelic development and providing advice to the Scottish Ministers on Gaelic 
issues.  Under the terms of the Act, the Bòrd is required to: 

 
§ Secure the status of Gaelic as an official language of Scotland; 
§ Promote and facilitate the promotion of Gaelic; 
§ Provide advice and assistance on matters relating to Gaelic; 
§ Increase the number of Gaelic people able to use and understand Gaelic; 
§ Encourage the use and understanding of Gaelic; 
§ Facilitate access to Gaelic. 

 
3. The Bòrd works in partnership with local authorities, public bodies and community 

organisations to fund Gaelic initiatives.  Highlands & Islands Enterprise (HIE) and prior to 
that its predecessor, Highlands & Islands Development Board (HIDB), has been a main 
stakeholder in the development and investment of Gaelic language, cultural and heritage 
projects  in the Highlands and Islands, particularly since the early 1980’s when the potential 
of linguistic and cultural loyalty as a stimulus to social and economic development was 
recognised.  The social remit enshrined in the legislation which established the HIDB then 
provided a springboard for innovative linguistic and cultural initiatives which have 
subsequently realised significant employment and related economic benefits for the area - 
crucially in areas in which traditional economic development models had hitherto proven 
not to be sufficient stimulus for regeneration.   

 
4. The development of Gaelic broadcasting, the Gaelic arts, Gaelic publishing and Gaelic 

community initiatives have been funded through HIE’s social remit, without which they 
would not have got off the ground.   Examples of Gaelic language and culture investment 
projects, which have benefitted the areas through economic development and employment 
creation and retention include major developments at Sabhal Mòr Ostaig in Skye, Studio 
Alba and Lews Castle College in Lewis as well as cultural events such as the Blas music 
festival, the Festivals movement Fèisean nan Gaidheal, and the delivery of its Gaelic 
development contract through Comunn na  Gaidhlig and the Gaelic Arts Agency Proiseact 
nan Ealain.   

 
5. Cumulatively, these developments have created and support significant numbers of jobs, 

which in turn make  a major economic impact in their local areas, the most notable being 
the regeneration of the community in the Sleat peninsula in Skye  stimulated and sustained 
by the  Gaelic College Sabhal Mòr Ostaig. This is widely recognised as a classic example 
of harnessing linguistic and cultural loyalty to build a sustainable community. HIBD/HIE’s 
social remit has demonstrably helped to stimulate a spirit of enterprise rooted in linguistic 
and cultural loyalty in areas where other economic development models had made little 
impact, in turn creating innovative approaches to business development. 



 
 
6. Without HIDB/ HIE’s social remit this would not have been possible: funding under the 

social remit enabled development which would not have been supported under a more 
narrowly commercial /business support funding model.  Perhaps equally importantly, social 
development requires a different people and community orientation to that which tends to 
pertain in the commercial/business development environment, and HIDB/HIE’s social remit 
meant that people were employed by these organisations who were in tune with the needs 
of communities and their aspirations. 

 
7. In short, under its social remit – its specific people and community orientation - HIDB/HIE 

has played a crucial role in creating and sustaining Gaelic related social, cultural, linguistic 
and economic development in the Highlands and Islands over the past three decades.  This 
has in turn had further economic and social spin off benefits, realising considerable value 
for money relative to the small %age of the Enterprise Agency’s budget allocated to the 
social remit.  

 
8. Bord na Gaidhlig strongly recommends that this social remit and role be continued 

into the future.    
 
9. Bord na Gaidhlig relies on strategic partnerships to a considerable extent in delivering its 

remit.  In turn a number of key organisations funded by Bord na Gaidhlig rely heavily on 
support from Highlands and Islands Enterprise to develop their projects.    

 
10. Because of the absence of a social remit within Scottish Enterprise’s functions, it has not 

been possible for communities out with the HIE area to benefit from the same mix of public 
funding.  As the national body responsible for promoting and developing Gaelic throughout 
Scotland, the Bòrd finds that this places a restriction on opportunities for Gaelic projects 
within SE’s area.  This in turn restricts the potential to exploit social development 
opportunities as a stimulus to economic, cultural and linguistic development. 

 
11. Should the current review lead to new provisions for economic development 

intervention, Bord  na  Gaidhlig  recommends that a social remit be embedded 
Scotland wide in tandem with the enterprise function to ensure a holistic approach 
can be taken to social, cultural, linguistic  and economic development . 
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